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ABSTRACT

Cultural reserve is something that must be preserved as it holds important values,
including history, science, education, religion, and culture. The house of Nyoman Rai
Srimben, where awoman gave birth to Ir. Soekarno, Indonesia's first president,
represents these core values. In 2022, the Bali Provincial Cultural Service recommended
that Nyoman Rai Srimben’s house bedesignated as a provincial cultural reserve site.
Reflecting on the background, this research paper aims to achieve three main objectives.
First, it will analyse the factors that motivated theBali Provincial Cultural Service to
designate the house as a cultural reserve site. Second, it willexamine the underlying
ideology behind this designation. Third, it will explore the implicationsof the designation.
This research is qualitative study, using data collection methods such as observation,
interviews, and document analysis. The theories used in this paper are the theoryof
power/knowledge relations and the theory of hegemony. A deductive approach is
employedin the data analysis. The findings reveal that the Bali Provincial Cultural
Service’s decision todesignate the house as a cultural reserve site is based on two key
factors: (1) an internal factor,originating from the community that owns the property who
possess the historical knowledge;and (2) an external factor, related to the enforcement of
Law No. 11 of 2010 concerning reserve.The final result focuses on the implications of the
designation, which has led to shifts in the cultural, economic, and social aspects related
to the house of Nyoman Rai Srimben. These shifts include changes in the protection,
development, and utilization of the site.

Keywords: ideology, designation, the house of Nyoman Rai Srimben, cultural reserve.

INTRODUCTION

Cultural reserve is an evolving sign of a society’s civilization, embodying noble
valuesthat reflect the unique creative power of a community, whether it is extinct or still
thriving. Thecritical importance of cultural reserve lies in its role as evidence of historical

and cultural resources. It serves as an object of study, a means to preserve and promote
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cultural values, a medium of cultural knowledge passed down through generations, and
a tool for fostering national identity and resilience in both cultural and social contexts
(Tjandrasasmita, 1982).

In line with its critical value, Law No. 11 of 2010, Article 1, Paragraph 1, defines
cultural reserve as coming from two cultures in the forms of cultural reserve objects,
cultural reserve buildings, cultural reserve structures, cultural reserve sites, and cultural
reserve areas, both on land and in water. These cultural reserve assets must be preserved
due to their historical,scientific, educational, religious, and/or cultural significance, and
they are protected through aformal designation process. Reflecting on the enforcement
of the law, it is clear that the designation emphasizes the site as an important part of
Indonesia’s cultural reserve that must be properly preserved and cared for. The process
of designating cultural reserve sites, especiallyfor historical relics, is mandated by Law
No. 11 of 2010 concerning cultural reserve. These historical relics hold significant value
and have the potential to become cultural icons in their respective regions. In addition,
they serve as valuable sources of knowledge and learning tools for local history,
contributing to the development of national identity.

In Bali Province, there are several historical relics categorized as cultural reserve
that require preservation. These relics provide an opportunity for society to learn from
the rich heritage of the past and strengthen national pride. Some notable historical sites
that can be visited include Kerta Gosa, Taman Ujung, and Tampaksiring Palace, each
with its own uniquestory. In Buleleng Regency, the northernmost region of Bali, there are
also important historicalrelics related to Indonesia's struggle for independence, one of
which is the house of Nyoman Rai Srimben. Despite her significant role in the founding
of the Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia (NKRI), the story of Nyoman Rai
Srimben has not been widely documented. Nyoman Rai Srimben, born in the Bale Agung
area of Paket Agung Village, Buleleng, was thebiological mother of Ir. Soekarno, the
proclaimer and first president of the Republic of Indonesia.

Acknowledging Nyoman Rai Srimben's house as the place where the mother of
President Soekarno gave birth highlights its importance in history, education, culture,
and religion. Sharing her story and the history of the house helps young generations
understand itsvalue and encourages them to preserve this significant site. The historical
value of the house reflects Indonesia’s journey towards independence and helps shape
the country’s the societal and cultural values that requires preservation.

In 2022, a team of cultural reserve experts from the Bali Provincial Cultural
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Service conducted an assessment of Nyoman Rai Srimben’s house and recommended
it be designated as a cultural reserve site in the province (Disbud Prov. Bali, 2022). The
term designation refers to granting "cultural reserve" status to objects, buildings,
structures, or sites, or geographical space units carried out by the district, city, or
provincial government based on expert studies and recommendations (UU No. 11, 2010).
Once a cultural reserve site is registered as a culturalreserve, it must follow preservation
guidelines and cannot be altered or have its status changed without approval. The
designation also includes a ranking system with categories ranging fromdistrict/city and
province-level to state-level cultural reserves (UU No. 11, 2010). On behalf ofthe Bali
Provincial Cultural Service, a team of cultural reserve experts has designated the house
of Nyoman Rai Srimben as a provincial-level cultural reserve. This decision must adhere
to the established guidelines where the owner may not alter any changes without
coordinating with the Bali Provincial Cultural Service.

METHODOLOGY

This research paper is qualitative study that employs descriptive-qualitative data
analysis method. The analytical process consists of three stages; data reduction, data
presentation, and conclusion drawing. The data analysis method is conducted through
observation, interview and document analysis. The theoretical frameworks used in this
paper include the theory of power/knowledge relations and the theory of hegemony. A
deductive approach is applied in the data analysis. The findings are presented through
descriptive explanation using academic terminology supported by formal elements such
as table, graphic,and illustration or photographs.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Factors Behind the Designation of Nyoman Rai Srimben’s House as Cultural
Reserve.

Bali Provincial Cultural Service decided to designate the house of Nyoman Rai
Srimbenas cultural reserve based on important values including historical, scientific,

educational, religious, and cultural.
Historical Value

According to the enforcement Law No.11 of 2010, the core value of history lies in

the cultural richness that must to be properly preserved, protected and developed.
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Cultural reserveserves as identity symbol of a country. The house of Nyoman Rai
Srimben’s holds both the artefactual significance and historical meaning, as it is
connected to the independence journeyof First President Soekarno’s biological mother.
This core value must be very much taken intoaccount. The cultural resources must be
given utmost consideration. cultural reserves are of great importance from events
occurred in the past. This sentence came from head of cultural reserve experts’ statement
in Bali Province, | Made Kusuma Jaya (64 years old) as follows:

“Based on the examination of Nyoman Rai Srimben’s house, it can be concluded
that the house holds the memory as a birthplace of Nyoman Rai Srimben. She
was the biological mother of Ir. Soekarno, Indonesia’s first president. At this site,
Nyoman RaiSrimben is recorded to have participated in cultural ceremonies and
experienced her young-adulthood stage which are significance to the history of
Buleleng regency, Baliand Indonesia as a whole.”

(interview with | Made Kusuma Jaya, 11 March 2024).

The historical value of the house represents a cultural reserve object, where the
valuesare associated with it for preserving the events of the past, whether they belong
to pre-historic or historic moments. The life of Ni Nyoman Rai Srimben’s is deeply
intertwined to the localhistory journey of Buleleng regency and indeed, the broader

history of the nation.

Scientific Value

Education is a key value within the framework of cultural reserves aligning with
the enforcement Law No.11 of 2010 on cultural reserve. Cultural reserve, on the other
hand, is partof cultural reserve that includes objects, buildings, structures, or sites, that
holds important features to science, history and education. The objectives of protecting
cultural reserves includepreserving the national cultural reserve and local societies as
whole, enhancing the dignity andhonor of the nation, and strengthening the national
identity.

Enforcement Law No.11 of 2010 also outlines the role of government in
identifying objects, buildings, structures and sites categorized as alleged cultural
reserves. The Nyoman Rai Srimben site consists of several key fragments including Bale
Gede, which is the main partof the house, Gedong Pajenengan/Kawitan Pasek
Baleagung, Gapura (gate) Gedong Pajenengan/Kawitan Pasak Baleagung Buleleng,
Gapura Merajan Pasek Baleagung Buleleng,Gapura Jaba Tengah Merajan and Kawitan

Pasek Baleagung Buleleng.
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Figure 1. Bale Gede of the house of Nyoman Rai Srimben
(source: Wiranata, 2023)

The buildings that make up the key fragments of the Nyoman Rai Srimben site
hold significant potential for advancing scientific research. Valuable information can be
drawn fromthese structures as well as the values they embody, such as religion,
nationalism, integrity andindependence. These themes can be easily understood by
academics including students, lecturers and academic staff as part of learning process
and character development.

“The designation of Nyoman Rai Srimben site as cultural reserve offers a new
avenue for studying architecture particularly the Bali Langgam style, which
composes core values relevant to scientific study of existing Langgam
architecture.”

(Interview with Made Kusuma Jaya, 11 March 2024).

The house of Nyoman Rai Srimben is situated within residential complex of the
extended family of Dadia Pasek Baleagung Buleleng, which consists of buildings, objects
andstructures. These serve as both residences and customary practices, showcasing

the distinctiveLanggam architectural design that still presents in Buleleng Regency.

Educational Value

According to enforcement Law article 79, it states (1) research must be
conducted on every cultural reserve development plan to gather information as well as to
identify, strengthen and elaborate on cultural values. (2) research mentioned in
paragraph 1 concerning cultural reserve is carried out through: a. fundamental research
for scientific development; and b. applied research for technological development or
practical applications. (3) Research mentioned in paragraph 1 may be part of analytical
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process regarding environmental impact, or it may be conducted independently. (4) The
results of the research on cultural reserve, as outlined in paragraph 2 can be used to
advance information and cultural reserve promotion. (5) Government, provincial
government, or researchers are responsible for informing the public and publishing the
research findings. The house of Nyoman Rai Srimben holds significant educational
value, as it is the birthplace of the mother of Indonesia’s First President, Ir. Soekarno,

and still stands today.

The house of Nyoman Rai Srimben highlights the importance of education for
Indonesian society particularly for the Balinese community. With a strong sense of dignity
andhonor, this nation can reach high level of prosperity. This perspective is supported
by Made Kusuma Jaya, a leading cultural reserve expert who is 62 years old, as follows:

“Nyoman Rai Srimben’s house holds significant historical and educational values
covering the journey of the country’s independence as it is the birthplace of
President Soekarno’s mother, Nyoman Rai Srimben”

Cultural Value

According to enforcement Law No. 11 of 2010 concerning Cultural Reserve;
objects, buildings, structures, or sites, that holds significant values in science, history and
education canbe designated as cultural reserves. A cultural reserve is a tangible cultural
reserve with real mass and dimension such as buildings, temples, and statues. Iconic
buildings or historical sitesthat are widely recognized often considered as the national
heritage and serve as the symbol ofthe country on international stage.

Bung Karno, as President Soekarno is commonly known, was the son of Nyoman
Rai Srimben and Soekemi Sosrodiharjo, who was of mixed Javanese and Balinese
descent.Soekarno was the first to introduce the concept of Pancasila, the foundational
philosophical theory of Indonesia. He is also famous as the country’s first president and
a key figure in the declaration of Indonesia's independence, serving from 1945 to 1967.
June is often referred to as "Soekarno Month," a time to honor the significant moments
in the life of the nation's founding father. Bung Karno was a charismatic leader and a
powerful orator who championednational unity. The marriage of Raden Soekemi and
Nyoman Rai Srimben holds cultural significance, reinforcing the values of national
identity, diversity (ke-bhinneka-an), tolerance,and unity in Indonesia.

The family of Nyoman Rai Srimben already had an open-minded approach to

cultures beyond Bali even at that time. Nyoman Rai Srimben was the first in her
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community to ever marry someone from outside of her tribe, and this forward-thinking
mindset influenced Soekarno’s character. His upbringing, shaped by the values to
respect diversity, played a key role in his efforts to unite the nation. This argument is also
shared by Made Kusuma Jaya, a leading expert on cultural reserves, who states:

“Someone as Nyoman Rai Srimben, during that time, already had an open-
minded approach to cultures outside Bali. She was the first who entered into mix-
race marriage,and it drew inspirations to Soekarno to respect the diversity and
work toward uniting Indonesia”

(Interview with Made Kusuma Jaya, 11 March 2024).

The house of Nyoman Rai Srimben, designated as cultural reserve in the
provincial level indeed holds significant cultural value. As the birthplace of the first
president’s mother, Nyoman Rai Srimben, it played an implicit role to shape moral
education of Soekarno. This influence reflected in his decisions and leaderships which

emphasized regarding the values ofdiversity, tolerance, and national unity.

Ideology Behind the Designation of Nyoman Rai Srimben’s House as Cultural
Reserve

Human behaviour is always influenced by the ideological superstructure that
shapes it.Ideology serves as guiding framework or pattern for how individuals act within
society. Ideological superstructures include values, norms, knowledges, and beliefs
(Atmaja, 2010: 133). According to Gramsci (in Barker, 2014: 138), ideology is a set of
ideas, a cluster of meanings, and practices that supports the power of particular social
class, even though it presents itself as universal truth. Ideology is closely linked to daily
practices, as it provides guidelines for practical and moral behaviours of individuals
associated in their social lives. Ideology can be understood as both real experience and
a set of systematic ideas that organizesand connects different social elements. Ideology
can be social knot that helps the manifestationof hegemonic and counter-hegemonic
blocs. While ideology can sometimes take the form of acoherent set of ideas, it often
appears as fragmented common sense, embedded in various representations.

According to Thompson (2015: 16), the concept of ideology refers to the ways in
whichmeaning is used in certain contexts. It is also concerned with building and
maintaining power relation, whether symmetrical or asymmetrical. Ideology acts as of
power, requiring aninvestigation into how meaning is constructed and represented
through various symbols, fromeveryday language to complex images and texts. This

research presents ideology as a set of ideas, beliefs, notions, and values that are
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considered accurate by the Bali Provincial Government, which led to the designation of

Nyoman Rai Srimben’s house as cultural reserve.

Soekarnoism

In scientific term, Soekarnoism refers to the knowledge, understanding,
teachings, theories, systems, and life practices followed and carried out by Bung Karno.
The term is seenas an accurate reference to the Bung Karno’s entire body of teachings
which have become a complete whole as unified understanding.

The designation of Nyoman Rai Srimben’s house as cultural reserve is closely
linked to ideology. Nyoman Rai Srimben, the biological mother of Soekarno, was
honoured through this decision made by Bali Governor, | Wayan Koster. As the decision
was in line with the governor’s policy, it reflects the strong government authority in Bali
Province, emphasizing the connection to the life journey of Indonesia’s first president.

Consequently, the site was prioritised and designated as cultural reserve.

Preservation

One of the goals of cultural preservation is to carry out cultural revitalisation
(strengthening). In relation to revitalisation, Prof. A Chaedar Alwasilah outlined three key
steps; (1) fostering understanding to raise awareness, (2) collective planning, and (3)
generatingcultural creativity. Preservation is a based effort. This basis is also called the
supporting factorsboth from within and outside the object being preserved. As a result, the
process of preservationinvolves strategies or methods designed on the specific needs
and conditions (Chaedar, 2006: 18).

Preservation cannot exist on itself; it requires the role of development to ensure
its longevity. It also serves as stabilising aspect for individuals’ lives, with survival
reflecting the dynamics of change (Soekanto, 2003: 432). Cultural preservation involves
a set of principles that ensure cultural objects remain, proving that such cultural objects
still exists even though many may be neglected and forgotten. Effective preservation can
only occur if the object beingpreserved is consistently monitored. When a culture is
neglected, it fades away. Similarly, whentools are not properly used in society they are
eventually lost (Prof. Dr. | Gede Pitana, Bali Post, 2003).

In accordance with enforcement Law No.11 of 2010, cultural reserve must be
preserved. According to (Geertz 1999: 19), cultural preservation does not imply keeping

themfrozen in time as cultures are constantly changing, being reconstructed, recreated
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towards responds circulating in response to shifting circumstances. To maintain the
original structure of cultural objects, technology advancements are often necessary
(Pitana, 2005:165). Preservation can be carried out through two methods; formal
preservation and conventional preservation.

Formal preservation on Nyoman Rai Srimben’s house began with the inventory
notingby Bali cultural Reserve Conservation Center in 2017. The activity was followed
by the archaeology technical study by the same party in 2019 then continued with
restoration activitieson the house of Nyoman Rai Srimben In 2020. The part of the house
that was restored is Bale Gede, the house of Rai Srimben.

Development is integral part of preservation process, aiming to adding values,
promoting, and utilizing the cultural reserve through research, revitalisation, and
sustainable adaptation all in alignment with objectives of the preservation. The historical,
archaeological, socio-cultural, and religious values of the site can be developed as
tourism destination for historical education, providing visitors with valuable information.
This can be shared throughbrochures, website or any other social media managed by
the Buleleng Provincial Cultural Service. Preservation through utilization involves
empowering cultural reserve to benefit the welfare of the community. Conventional
preservation, on the other hand, is carried out by the owners of the relevant objects.
These owners often use tourism-related campaign to inform andpromote the objects to

visitors, sharing information through brochures, websites and social media.

Implications Behind the Designation of Nyoman Rai Srimben’s House as Cultural
Reserve

The designation of Nyoman Rai Srimben’s house as cultural reserve carries
significantimplications particularly regarding the utilization and development processes
that will take place in the future. The implications include cultural, socials, and economical

aspects, affectingnot only to the owners and management but also the site itself.

Cultural Implication

The designation of Nyoman Rai Srimben’s house as cultural reserve is expected
to attract attentions to its maintenance and preservation, ensuring that its historical
elements are safeguarded. This designation may also lead to changes in the practices
and activities previously associated with the house. Initially, the house of Nyoman Rai

Srimben served as place for daily activities and religious ceremonies, it has now taken into
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a new role as a museumto preserve the historical memory of the proclaimer’s mother,
Nyoman Rai Srimben. The owners must follow the designation guidelines which include
restriction designed to protect the cultural reserve. As stated by the owner of Nyoman
Rai Srimben’s house, Made Supatika,58 years old:

“We are grateful to have this house designated as cultural reserve, especially at
the provincial level. However, we understand that it is our responsibility to follow
the guidelines set by the government, and we must comply in order to preserve the
structureand essence of the site”.

(Interview with Made Supatika, 20 March 2024)

Based on the above interview, the owner of Nyoman Rai Srimben’s house must
adhereto the regulations and guidelines to ensure the preservation and maintenance of
the site. Theseinclude a) standard maintenance and restoration. The owner is required
to use to use approvedmaterials and technics to maintain and restore the property,
ensuring the original structure is preserved. Restoration permit: any restoration plan or
structural change must be approved by the relevant authorities through a permit process.
(b) appropriate use restrictions: The use of the site as a cultural reserve site may be limited
to specific purposes, such as education, tourism,or cultural activities. It cannot not be used
for destructive or inappropriate activities. c.) activityreporting and monitoring: owners are
required to report activities conducted within the site’s vicinity to the relevant authority.
Regular monitoring by the government or relevant entities ensure that the guidelines are
followed and the site remains in a good condition. d). Restrictionand sanctions for
destructive acts: any action that can damage the structure of the site is forbidden such
as vandalization, replacing the original elements with modern ones without permission,
or constructions that damage the integrity of the site. Violation will result in sanctions,

including fines, or requirement to repair the damage.

Social Implication

As a site of cultural reserve, the interactions and roles of the owner of Nyoman
Rai Srimben’s house are crucial for its utilization and preservation. The management
and conservation of this cultural reserve depend on the involvement of decision-makers
in overseeing the cultural reserve, as well as on the interaction between the property
owner, thoseresponsible for managing the site, and the visitors who come to explore it.

A site designated as cultural reserve will result in the increasing level of
recognition ofthe place, which will then attract people to visit. The utilization and

development of a culturalreserve site into a tourist destination should not only focus on
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profit but also prioritize the sustainability of culture and the environment. The partnership
between the Nyoman Rai Srimben House and various government entities, including the
Buleleng Cultural Service, the Bali Provincial Cultural Service, and the XV Region Cultural
Conservation Center, plays a keyrole in preserving and developing the site. This
collaboration involves technical agreements forpreservation activities, including actions
to address any damage to the cultural reserve and guidelines for its use. In the future,
if the Nyoman Rai Srimben House becomes a popular tourist attraction, it will likely
collaborate with the Buleleng Regency Tourism Service for thedevelopment of facilities,

infrastructure, and promotional efforts to attract visitors.

Economics Implication

Up until this current moment, the house of Nyoman Rai Srimben has yet turned
into tourism destination. However, its potency to be history-themed tourism center is
significant and will likely be designated as one of tourism attraction in the future. It is
expected that the utilization of the Nyoman Rai Srimben’s house as a tourism destination
can provide more contribution to the welfare of the cultural reserve owners, the
surrounding community and thelong-term preservation of culture in a sustainable
manner. As a commodity, tourism has the potential to stimulate various economic
sectors. It can create job opportunities not only in the tourism industry itself but also in
related sectors. Related to this, the Head of the Cultural Reserve Division of the Bali
Provincial Cultural Service, Ayu Putu Lilik (52 years old) as follows.

“The designation of Nyoman Rai Srimben’s house as cultural reserve at the
provincial level not only serves as a step forward preserving the national
proclaimer’s mother, butalso is expected to bring social and economic benefits
to both the owner and localcommunity. It is essential to follow the necessity
steps to develop the site so that it canattract many visitors to explore the historical
house of Nyoman Rai Srimben” (interview with Ayu Putu Lilik, 11 March 2024)

Another implication if the cultural reserve site of Nyoman Rai Srimben's house
continues to develop as a tourist destination, in addition to increasing the income of the
ownerand the surrounding community, it also provides income to the Buleleng Regency
Government. Additionally, there will be an increase in the development of village
infrastructure to provide the best service to tourists and local community. This
implication, thus, brings benefits provided by the presence of cultural reserve as a tourist

destination to all parties.
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CONCLUSION

Based on the above explanation, it can be concluded factors leading to the
designationof Nyoman Rai Srimben’s house come from both internal and external
sources. The internal factor stems from local community who surround the historical site
whose owners have adaptedto the shifting paradigm throughout the designation process.
External factor, on the other hand,is identified by the recognition of the site’s important
values and recommendation from the provincial government policy, especially the Bali
Provincial Cultural Service. Identification ofimportant values stated in enforcement Law
No. 11 of 2010 concerning cultural reserve includes historical, scientific, educational, and
cultural values. The recommended policies that are important things have been
implemented to designate the house of Nyoman Rai Srimben as a provincial-level
cultural reserve. The important role of the provincial government, in thiscontext is the
Bali Provincial Cultural Service, has determined the house of Nyoman Rai Srimben as
cultural reserve at the provincial level and has received an official certification signed by
the Governor of Bali. The following recommended policy in the future is to carry out
regular preservation for the house of Nyoman Rai Srimben.

The ideology behind the designation determination of Nyoman Rai Srimben's
house as a cultural reserve is Soekarnoism and the ideology of preservation.
Soekarnoism refers to the ideology and thoughts practiced by Soekarno, the founding
father and President of Indonesia. The Governor of Bali, | Wayan Koster, whose
ideology is shared within his administration, resonates to the Soekarno’s body of
teachings. The designation of Nyoman Rai Srimben's houseas a cultural reserve is also
inseparable from this ideology. Nyoman Rai Srimben was the biological mother of
Soekarno, thus the designation of Nyoman Rai Srimben's house as a cultural reserve
was driven by Governor | Wayan Koster’'s shared ideology.

The implications occurring from the designation of Nyoman Rai Srimben's house
as a cultural reserve include cultural implications, where initially Nyoman Rai Srimben's
house only functioned as a place for activities and for religious ceremonies to then plays
as role as "museum" to commemorate the historical journey of the Proclaimer's mother,
Nyoman Rai Srimben. Social Implications; such as utilization and development of cultural
reserve sites require interaction from parties involved in the management of the site, and
also the interactionbetween the property owner, those responsible for managing the site,
and the visitors who cometo explore it. Economic implication adds to the final touch that is

expected from the designationto which both owner and locals wish it to bring welfare in
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the surrounding community and thelong-term preservation of culture in a sustainable

manner.
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